Press Release
Over 40,000 students with special educational needs receiving additional teaching and care support in mainstream schools – 
Final figure for 2012/2013 school year announced 
28 February 2013: Figures released today by the National Council for Special Education (NCSE) show that up to €650 million has been provided this year to fund additional teaching and/or care supports for over 40,000 children with special educational needs in mainstream schools.  In total over €1.3bn
 is being spent by the Department of Education and Skills (DES) on supporting special education this year. 
Students with special needs are now being supported by 5,265 resource teaching posts
 and 10,459 special needs assistant (SNA) posts in over 3,600 schools allocated by the NCSE. A small number of SNA posts remain available so that the NCSE can respond to emergency situations that may arise before the end of the school year
.
Ms Teresa Griffin, CEO, NCSE said that, despite the difficult economic climate, the NCSE is very pleased that there is continuing Government commitment to supporting special educational needs:
“The NCSE supports an inclusive education system that enables children and adults with special needs to achieve their potential. We believe that these supports are vital so that children with special needs can receive an appropriate education. The total number of resource teaching/learning support posts and SNA posts in schools is at one of the highest levels ever, representing a 38% and 24% increase respectively on the number of posts that were available in 2006. The NCSE very much welcomes the Minister for Education and Skills recent confirmation in the budget announcement that the same number of posts will be available to support students with special educational needs in the 2013/2014 school year” said Ms Griffin. 

Schools can now apply to the NCSE for supports for the 2013/2014 school year. Completed applications need to be received by the closing date of 15th March to enable the NCSE to advise schools of their additional teaching and SNA allocations before the end of the current school year.

The NCSE is currently finalising a major policy advice paper to the Minister for Education and Skills on supporting students with special educational needs in the future. The NCSE intends to publish this policy advice later this year. 

ENDS
For further information, please contact:

Jennifer Doran, Head of Research and Communications NCSE: 087 1319681 / 046 9486465 or Jennifer.Doran@ncse.ie
Notes for the Editor

1. Historical figures for SNA and Resource Teacher/Learning Support Posts 
Table 1 SNA posts from 2001 to 2012 


Table 2 Resource Teacher/Learning 

(figures to end Dec for each year)


Support Posts 2006 and 2012
	YEAR
	SNA Posts Allocated

	2001
	2,988

	2002
	4,979

	2003
	5,367

	2004
	5,869

	2005
	7,294

	2006
	8,390

	2007
	9,824

	2008
	10,442

	2009
	10,342

	2010
	10,543 

	2011
	10,297

	2012
	10,420

	YEAR
	Combined learning support and resource teaching posts

	2006
	7,185

	2012
	9,950 (This includes the 5,265 resource teaching posts allocated by the NCSE and the 4,685 learning support teacher posts allocated by the DES already in schools).


2. Educational and Non-Educational (Care) Support Available to Schools
Educational Support: 

Role of the Class Teacher

The class teacher is responsible for the education of all children in his/her class. This includes pupils with special educational needs. Additional learning support and resource teaching support is provided to build on, and complement, the education delivered by the class teacher. 

Role of the Learning Support Teacher

Learning support teachers are part of every school’s staff.  They provide additional tuition and support for pupils with learning difficulties.
Role of the Resource Teacher

The role of the resource teacher is to provide additional teaching capacity to mainstream primary and post-primary schools with pupils with special educational needs. 
Non-Educational (Care) Support:

Role of a Special Needs Assistant (SNA)

SNA support is provided to schools with pupils who have significant care needs arising from a medical need or a physical disability (e.g. incontinence, paralysis) or sensory disability (i.e. blind/visual impairment; deaf/hard of hearing) or where their behaviour is a danger to themselves or others (e.g. a child runs out onto a road).
3. National Council for Special Education

The NCSE provides schools with the additional educational supports they need to help children with special educational needs receive an appropriate education. The NCSE commissions and conducts research and provides expert, independent and evidence-informed policy advice to the Minister for Education and Skills on special education for children and young adults. Further information can be found on our website www.ncse.ie. 
� Other major areas of investment include the National Educational Psychological Service; Teacher Training; special school transport arrangements; additional capitation payments for special schools and special classes; and programmes for adults with special educational needs.


� This is in addition to the 4,685 learning support teacher posts allocated by the DES already in schools bringing the total to 9,950 resource teacher/learning support posts.


� A total of 10,575 SNAs were made available for allocation to schools this year.





