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1 Iúil 2020	

Ag tacú le scoileanna agus iad ag pleanáil d’athoscailt don scoilbhliain 2020/21

A Phríomhoidí, a mhúinteoirí agus a bhaill foirne, a chairde,

Ba mhaith liom an deis seo a thapú chun buíochas a ghabháil libh as na hiarrachtaí tábhachtacha atá déanta agaibh chun leanúnachas teagaisc agus foghlama a sholáthar do dhaltaí uile na bunscoile ó dúnadh na scoileanna ag tús na géarchéime Cóivid-19. Tuigeann an Roinn go raibh sé dúshlánach oideachas i dtimpeallacht ar líne a sholáthar.  D’oibríomar go dlúth leis na comhpháirtithe san oideachas chun treoir agus tacaíocht a sholáthar daoibh i rith na tréimhse seo. 
Sa litir uaim ar an 12 Meitheamh, léirigh mé daoibh an obair a bhí ar siúl chun cur chuige d’athoscailt na scoileanna don scoilbhliain nua a fhorbairt, i slí a chosnaíonn sábháilteacht agus sláinteachas na foirne agus na ndaltaí, trí straitéisí a chur i bhfeidhm chun an t-ionfhabhtú a chosc agus smacht a choinneáil air. 
Tá sé mar aidhm ag an obair atá ar siúl againn, an t-ualach atá ar scoileanna a laghdú, trí treoir agus cáipéisíocht lárnach a fhorbairt i gcomhpháirtíocht dhlúth leis na pairtnéirí san oideachas. Tabharfaidh sé seo leanúnachas sa chur chuige thar réimse uile na roinne agus tabharfaidh sé an t-am is gá do scoileanna, tacú leis na daltaí agus iad ag filleadh ar an oideachas san fhómhar. 
Tuigim go maith go bhfuil fonn mór oraibh eolas a bheith agaibh maidir leis na socruithe d’athoscailt na scoileanna san fhómhar agus tá sé mar aidhm ag an litir seo, tuilleadh eolais a chur ar fáil agus ta súil agam go mbeidh sé úsáideach daoibh. 
Beidh gá ag gach scoil Plean Freagartha Cóivid-19 a bheith acu do thús na scoilbhliana nua. Seolaim chugaibh leis seo Dréacht Plean Freagartha Scoile Cóivid-19 in Aguisín 1. Déanfar tuilleadh leasuithe ar an bplean seo i rith an tsamhraidh leis na comhpháirtithe san oideachas agus eiseofar an leagan deiridh ansin, chuig na scoileanna go léir. Sa Dréachtphlean luaitear sonraí maidir le réimsí ríthábhachtacha a gcaithfidh scoileanna a bheith i bhfeidhm acu chun athoscailt le sábháilteacht agus ina measc: 
· DRÉACHT - Ráiteas Polasaí Scoile Cóivid-19. 
Leagann an polasaí seo béim ar thiomantas na scoile Plean Freagartha Cóivid-19 a chur i gcrích agus cabhrú le cosc a chur le scaipeadh an víris. 
· Tuiscint agus eolas a bheith ag an scoil ar cad is Cóivid-19 ann agus na straitéisí a chaithfear a uchtú sa scoil chun ionfhabhtú a chosc. 
Tá an cuid seo ag deileáil le siomptóim Cóivid-19 chomh maith leis na dea-chleachtais maidir le sláinteachas láímhe, riospráide agus scaradh fisiciúil. Tá an Roinn tar éis bheith ag obair go dlúth leis an FSS agus leis an Lárionad Faire um Chosaint Sláinte (HPSC) chun treoir sláinte a fhorbairt atá curtha in oiriúint do riachtanais scoile agus tá an t-eolas seo á eisiúint againn inniu chun tacaíocht a thabhait do scoileanna don athoscailt san fhómhar. Tá an nasc leis an sláinte phoiblí eadramhach a mholtar d’athoscailt na scoileanna ar fáil anseo (NASC).

https://www.education.ie/en/covid-19/interim-recommendations-for-the-reopening-of-schools-and-educational-facilities.pdf

Leanfar leis an gcomhairle seo a leasú le treoir na seirbhsíse sláinte phoiblí i gcoitinne agus beidh sé seo mar threoir ag an Roinn Oideachais agus iad ag soláthar leasuithe breise.  

· Ag pleanáil agus ag ullmhú d’athoscailt na scoileanna 
Leagann na ráitis pholasaí straitéisí amach ar gá a chur i bhfeidhm chun tacaíocht a thabhairt d’fhoirne agus do dhaltaí agus iad ag filleadh ar scoil, agus san áireamh tá foirm athfhillte ar obair, measúnuithe riosca agus loga aimsithe teagmhálacha na scoile do chuairteoirí – tá teimpléid shamplacha díobh seo ar fáil sa dréachtphlean. Déanfar na samplaí seo a chríochnú, a aontú go lárnach agus a chur ar fáil do scoileanna. 
· Traenáil Ionduchtaithe 
Déanfaidh an Roinn ionduchtú traenála a fhorbairt a bheidh ar fáil d’fhoireann na scoile uile. Ullmhaíodh an nasc don chlár traenála sa dréachtphlean chun tacaíocht a thabhairt do na cláir samhraidh i scoileanna ach d’fhéadfadh sé bheith úsáideach, mar shampla, don traenáil a sholáthrófar ar athfhilleadh ar an scolaíocht. Ta sé ar intinn ag an Roinn chomh maith, ábhair threorach agus thacaíochta a sholáthar freisin do thuismitheoirí agus do dhaltaí.  
· Glantachán/Sláinteachas 
Aithníonn an Roinn go mbeidh gá le breis ghlantacháin chun tacaíocht a thabhairt do scoileanna ionfhabhtú ón Cóivid-19 a chosc. Tá an Roinn i gcomhairle leis an Roinn Caiteachais Phoiblí agus Athchóirithe maidir leis an riachtanas maoiniú a sholáthar mar thacú do na riachtanais ghlantacháin seo agus déanfar mioneolas air seo a sholáthar nuair a bheidh na socruithe déanta. 
Tá socraithe ag an Roinn freisin creat a bhunú a chuirfidh ar chumas scoileanna maoiniú a fháil le haghaidh díghalrán láimhe a cheannach chun a úsáid sa scoil agus sna seomraí ranga. Tá tús curtha leis an bpróiseas soláthair don chreat seo cheana féin, agus tá sé ar intinn go mbeidh na hábhair seo ar fáil go luath i mí Lúnasa. 
Leanfaidh an Roinn ar aghaidh ag obair go dlúth leis na comhpháirtithe san oideachas agus leis na páirtithe leasmhara uile ar an bplean chun na scoileanna a athoscailt don scoilbhliain 2020/21 agus é mar aidhm againn, an t-ualach ar scoileanna a laghdú ag an léibhéal áitiúil trí comhairle agus tacaíochtaí lárnacha a sholáthar chomh fada agus is féidir. 

Le mórmheas,
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Seán O’ Foghlú Ard-Rúnaí 
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12th June 2020

School reopening and summer provision



Dear Principals, teachers and staff

A report on the planning which is taking place regarding the reopening of schools for the next school year was considered by the Government today. The report sets out the clear ambition to develop a sustainable plan to fully reopen schools at the start of the next school year in late August/September in line with normal timetables.

It is clear that the risks and impacts on children and society where access to education is significantly reduced are considerable particularly for the more vulnerable students in our society, like students with special education needs and those already at risk of educational disadvantage.

There is ongoing engagement between the Department and the education partners to work together to ensure that the return to school is safe for children and staff, which is an essential part of the planning for reopening. A key component to reopening schools safely is the development of guidance in relation to infection prevention and control in schools.  

In developing these plans it is the intention of the Department that as much work as possible will happen centrally to help reduce the burden of implementing the requirements for safe re-opening at an individual school level. Details of the key activities underway are set out in the appendix to this letter. The full report published today is available at the following link: https://www.education.ie/en/covid-19/planning-for-reopening-schools.pdf

The Government also announced a joint Education and Health arrangement for a summer programme to support children with complex needs and those at greatest risk of educational disadvantage.  Details of the arrangements are available at www.gov.ie\summerprovision. There will be ongoing engagement with partners on this, mindful of the fact that there are new aspects to the arrangements for this year.

I am very conscious of the significant effort to support the continuity of education and learning that has happened since schools closed in March.  As a society we are moving carefully and in line with the health advice to new phases and the safe re-opening of our schools is a critical element of the Government’s plan for society.

As a Department we will continue to work to give as much certainty and guidance as possible to schools, staff, students and parents over the coming weeks to make a safe reopening possible for all. 

Yours sincerely 

[bookmark: _GoBack][image: ]

Seán O’Foghlú

Secretary General 


Appendix 

The following are the key activities that are now underway to implement the optimum model for reopening schools:

1. Overall objective is to open schools in accordance with the normal start of the new school year to the fullest extent while minimising the risks from a public health perspective. Arrangements will allow for new routines to be established and bedded in within schools.



1. Public health guidance – Detailed engagement is underway in relation to development of public health guidance for school setting. This will be provided in time to facilitate operation of summer programmes and to enable detailed planning and preparatory work for re-opening of schools process.  The public health guidance will be kept under on-going review and refinement if necessary in advance of the re-opening of schools at the end of August.



1. Guidance and templates to enable schools comply with the requirements of the national Return to Work Safely Protocol are being developed centrally in consultation with education partners.  These guidance documents and templates will be published later in June and July. Draft guidance and templates will be available in time for use by schools planning to operate summer programmes.



1. Awareness raising and training – Guidance and on-line training modules, webinars etc. will be developed centrally and available for use by schools, parents and students.



1. Enhanced cleaning regime – Additional resources will be provided to schools to enable enhanced cleaning regimes to be put in place for operation of schools.  



1. Good hand hygiene – The existing handwashing facilities in some schools are not designed for the enhanced level of handwashing envisaged necessary in Covid-19 environment without significantly impacting on educational class time.  A drawdown framework will be established by the Department to enable schools purchase hand-sanitisers for use in the school and classroom.  The procurement process for this framework is commencing immediately and it will also deal with any other potential PPE requirements.  It is not envisaged that significant PPE will be required in school settings. Details on the additional funding for schools will be provided in due course.



1. Mental health and Wellbeing – There will be a strong focus on supporting mental health and wellbeing of students and staff during the initial phase of re-opening schools.  Central guidance will be provided.



1. Teaching and learning and curriculum:  The Department is working with the NCCA, the Inspectorate and other experts as appropriate to tailor teaching and learning appropriately to the needs of students as they reengage with school.



1. Blended learning/alternative provision:  Notwithstanding our overall objective, planning for a blended learning approach (on-line/in school) will be a feature of the approach to planning to reopen schools as there may be circumstances where schools will have to have the necessary agility to respond quickly to changed circumstances at local, regional or national level.  Planning is underway with the NCCA, the Inspectorate and other experts as appropriate on how best to manage and operate blended learning model.



1. Consultation and Communication – The Department will continue to engage closely with education partners and other key stakeholders on the development of guidance and supports for the re-opening of schools.  A dedicated webpage will be provided to enable the sharing of information and updates in an open and transparent manner.
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